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August 16, 1966

Dr. Joshua Lederberg
Stanford University

School of Medicine

Palo Alto, California 94305

Dear Dr. Lederberg:

The steady accumulation of reports about the resistance
of enterobacteriaceae to antibiotics has prompted the New
England Journal of Medicine to give editorial attention to
the problem (reprint enclosed).

Since the current assessment of resistance, both in the lay
and professional press, reflects some alarm, we feel that a
rounded opinion-taking from investigators concerned would be
in order.
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For that purpose, we are asking you for your evaluation
of the situation, and would appreciate receiving your responses
to the following questions: What do you believe to be the true
'dimensions of the resistance transfer phenomenon? May it

2extend to other pathogens? What are its implications to the
3 clinician?

We are also putting these questions to the investigators
on the attached list.

Miss Jane Ross of our staff will call to discuss this
with you. We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to

receiving your contribution.

S1ncere1y yours

Dav1d Flsher
Editor

Enc. (2) | .
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Dr., G.P. Stewart

Department of Epidemiology
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27515

Dr. Charles C. Brinton, Jr.

University of Pittsburgh

School of Medicine

Alan Magee Hall of the Health
Professions

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213

Dr. Joshua Lederberg
Stanford University

School of Medicine

Palo Alto, California 94305

Dr. Robert Petersdorf
University of Washington
School of Medicine
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dr. W.M.M. Kirby
University of Washington
School of Medicine
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dr. L.P. Garrod

St. Bartholomew's Hospital
West Smithfield

London E.C. 1, England

Dr. Y.A. Chabbert
Institut Pasteur
20 Rue Docteur Roux
Paris 15, France

Dr, R.E. Barzilai
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Morton Hamburger
University of Cincinnati
College of Medicine

Eden and Bethesda Avenues
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219

Dr. Jack Strominger
University of Wisconsin
Medical School

418 N. Randall Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Dr. Vernon Knight
Baylor University
School of Medicine
1200 Moursund Avenue
Houston, Texas 70025

Dr. Maxwell Finland
Harvard University
School of Medicine
25 Shattuck Street
Boston, Massachusetts

Dr. H.¥. Dowling
University of Illinois
College of Medicine
1853 W. Polk Street
Chicago, Illinois 60612



